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A Unique Breed of Horses

By Heather Saniek Thamas

The national horse of Brazi
s making a name for itsalf
In the United States as a
versalile, easy-going
athlete that can do anything
Al present, however, this is
8 rare breed inthe U.S
with only about 175
animais, aven though there
are 300,000 of them in Brazi

he Brar ones in the US. were
spoerted 1o Flog 24 in the Cxrly
19904 Today 1hece are also
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Marchador

Contiaued from page 19.

a= eva of horseback travel, the com
binatica of eadureasce and comfon
was Mghly prized.

"The Marchador breed gets
Ms cow savey from the Spasish
horses, and ies gaits from the Jen
net maces,” says Tresa Smith, who
raiees Marchadors in the Boulder
Valley near Helena, MT,

The comfortable fourbeat gadt,
called & march or marcha, is remark-
ably smeoth and fast. The boese
maves its feot altornately both di-
sgooally and laterally with moments
whent thete are three feet on the
ground ot coce - providing instances
of triple suppeet, The horse main.
talas greund support ot ell tises,
with no moment of suspension as oc-
curs in the trot or pace. Thus theve's
00 jurring of the rider, as thero is in
the trot when diagonal foet hit the
greund. The gait is alse mecw stable
and sero-dfocted thas the pace (in
which the body & supported anly on
oz vide at a time).

The Marchador gait is smoorh,
yot fast (16 vo 20 miles por hour)
At axtended specd the horve's body
Efts to create & smooth, floacing sen.
sation. It's so smooth that many rid-
ors don't realise how fast it is. One
ol comboy commented, alter rid-
ing a Marchedor for the first time,
“I didn"t realize we were moving
wntil T saw the fenceposts going
by!™ These Borses can also meove
smoothly from thelr unique gait di-
rectly into a canter or gallogp. Unlike
other gaited breeds, they can sop
and tern quickly, pévoting on their
Rind begs or doing a reliback - which

makes them sdeal for &ifficcdt cactle
work.

The Brazilian registry has ex
tremely tough standards. Breed
standards were set 60 yoars age be
cause the horses were changing sed
Erveders wasted 1o rmaintain the ide
als and purity of the breed. In order
to receive permancot rogistration, a
horse most pass inspoction st three
yours of age with & test thas mvolves
conformation, gait and dispesition
The US Mangalargs Marchades As-
socianen (USMMA ) was founded flive
years ago. To b registered, 2 horse
must have registered parents and
sabmit DNA of its parentage. Many
Marchadors in the U.S. are rogis-
seved with both aswociations.

“People had the foresight to re-
alive disposition was one of the
streagiia of chis breed, ™ says Smith,
“They aro very calm. When they By,
s mainly just 8 startde with theer
ears in forward positien. They don't
leap halfway acress the road and wa
seat you. These herses aro mellow;
they really like people.™

This may be the caly broed in ex.
istence that uses disposition as one
of the criseria required for regisire

tios
Versatility

“Marchadors really want to do
what you want them o do,” says
Smith. “Shaszon Verd of Canads
bought two fillies from me and broke
the three year-ald hersell, riding
bareback with & bosal, The firse day,
she Just slipped anto the fily's back
sad started riding her

“Rox Rogers here in Montana
taught hor first Marchador every
thing she wanted 10 do. She starced

TS WY ML WA e e
8 pal. Courtary phato

with trail riding, Jumging sad dros
sege. Then sho thought [t would be
neat to do relning Then she did
reintsg withowt a bridle. Whatover
Rex docides te do, that horw does a
#oed job wirh (. He's become a very
versatile animal *

Smith sadd the Brazilians have
dexigned & competition called the
ideal or complete Borse, 10 show the
vorsatility of the Marchador. You
ride into the ring and open a gate
off the horse, thes take him guickly
20 ancther station and back hiss up
through azother circle, thes run
poles. After that you do the march
ing gair, thes gallop and res barrels,
&0 @ jursp, then pell into & Circle and
Just dreg the reins

“This shows that the beese can
gait, gallop, rum barrels and poles
and then stop calmly ssd stand.”
says Smith

Smith and her brother own a
4,000-acre cantde ranch and use their
horses for cattle work. The cattle
ummer on nigged mosatain pas
tures and it takes hours of riding to
check on the cartle or round them
up & che fall.

"These horses have the most
saming of anything I've ever rid-
den, and I've ridden Arabs and
Thotoughdweds because we ranch
in tough country,” e says. “These
Marchaders are always fresh at the
ond of the day; they have sebelioy
able stamina *

This breed s featured in the
Guinnes Book of World Recoeds for
endurance, for the loagest horse
back ride. In 199 two &0-year-old
Braclian men completed an 5694
mile ride in 18 months, to jwove the
stamina of this beeed.

Smith discovered Marchadees
whoa she went 1o Brazil on business,
and foll o love with these horses.
Evenrcally she decided to bring
some back 10 the US, starting her
treeding herd by importiog tAreo
Prognast mares and a stallson.

Loei Silcher (Fowr Seasons
Marchadocos, noar Hamileos, MT)
has been raising these boeses for six
years,

“I've ridden cutting horses, bar-
rel horses and bave dene all kinds
of gymkhana,” says Silcher. *1 ride
miles and miles in the mountains,
working for 2 ranches/cattle Seoker

« See Marchador oo page 42 .
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Charucteristics

Dr. Tia Nelsee. n farrier and veq
tnnarzas near Helema, MT. also
diser Marchadoes and is training o
decome an inspector for 1his reed
in the U.S, Ar this poist there are 20
US. inspecroes for the Braziliag reg-
MY, and sosce ma ty US. bveeder

. . - e\t desire deal ropistration Inspectons
Niarfhudor must cooee from Beassl Nelson Aopes
Cont ed from page 412 and needed »¢ mething more coss 10 be able i inspect US. horses for
focrable 1o ride Brazilian regivry
who has » Forest Service wase u "1 wanted a horse | could « de 2l) “As & lueod, these are exce llc nt
' ,.;r:!uu tin. I'vo ndden =y Quar day In the mountains and work cat silaround horses with azhletics m,
¢ Horves 2 tBrough these mous the. A Jot of galted OIS Are tiice ¢ versatility and a good mund.® savs
s for years, and 1 Jove them, et ride but ire D very pood at chaszg  Nelson “They're abour the height
e Marchadors have soro & ndur Cows.™ she explains of & large Arabian or AVET AR sire
ance, » oot her ride, and excellent ‘I first saw the Marcd sdors | Quanter Hoese abowt 14 & to 1%
cattle work Ak abtlizy.™ 4 Magaeine. The reised comhoree W nands. Thev weigh 1,000 10 1.200
Une reason sho was lockiag for eraines Zaow Davis IWhite) il M pounds, and can't be fegpstered i
something differont was healsh is Was interviowed in thar arnticle. He' Ehey're too large or to0 sxall *

secs. She needed to sdow down but 2 Mormen who did his mésvicn
dada’t want e give P her horses, Brazil. wheve he encowetered 1H0 e See Marchader ca page 44
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