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Recently “Working Cow Horse” has become a name for a
big buck Western competition event bringing fine trainers, fancy horses and common
cows together. Working Cow Horse has always been a term used on cattle ranches
such as ours in the west. The working cow horse, cuts cattle, pens cattle, drives cattle,
ropes cattle, searches the plins and mountains for catde, and even on occasion, hauls
salt to catde. It is a term that applies to just about all the horses on our ranch except
those that are too young or 100 old So when | went to Brazl in 2000 to purchase
Mangalarga Marchador horses, the cow horse of Brazil, | wanted not show horses, but

tough, athletic animals that would work cn our cattle ranch.

| rtandy Sofl in love weth this 200 peancid Braxdan breed
of Berian bloodines when | rode them i |990 Thay have
3 greae materal wnoOch gat, good dapositon ard lots of
cow vy Ther cow tome, socordng 1o Bonre Hervds ks,
wthor of e Imermasonsd Encrciopeda of Horse Breads,
wis becaase of ther eran background

“The horses of Spain and Porugal hawe long Been used
work the fighong buls and witd e and & ol Sofie 00
we ot thelr cione descondngs such ;1 S Spansh tart,
Ouarer Horse, Mangivgs Marchador of Braall and other
“pannh broods” wondd find working ove 3 ratursl abdey”

PREPARATION
Mowewer, 3l horses, even cow-mart ones le he Mangalirgs,
hawe to Be traned 10 work cattle. On the 1ob trakng & how
most ranches i our ares teach their cow horses. Becune
of owr cobd winters i Montana, we begn in the spang o
teach Se young Bwee and four pew 0M horwes how &
work catdie. Roping for branding, $0rTng, ‘artrg’ ot Ue
catde for Srives to yameser Pashares and hordng Bhe Catth
00 e hgh mountion SUmmer reudences provide the basc
edvcational verues for e young Mardadons

Roping Comes easy %o the Marchador Secane of Der
cadn Sposion & doctn't ke Tham long to pet OURIOMmeS
10 e whizzing of the rope and caecheeg 30ld posts Soon
they are roping redl calves in brandeg comak

Sorting cattie s 3 mujor spring foous becaae She ran
conde herd In the vabey st be dvided w0 wraler
bunches 5o take 1o dfferent mowunesin pastures. The young
hories wart out by holding the man herd together wihde the
eraned horses oot the caede. Mowever, snce Marchadors are
sy cow smart, £ does A0t Dk them lofg 10 adate
0o cutting out pars of Cows and calves Mot of ths work
done 3 3 Sower pace sxcopt when the catthe bole, thes the
horse st be able to acockerane rom 3 walk 6o & Mt oux
s ezaredy In order 10 Tun the cacdde. Ths intially takes
sorme adhating for the Marchadory. they e xcustomed Lo
poing Fom 2 wilk to 3 marchs 48 Saz 35 2 trot) but Dy
won 10 ke the “andforead” weh no problem One
thing my ficher taught Me 10 Making 3 pood Cung horwe i

o shwitys keep the Sorses hesd trmed toward the Cow K
WotDs everyona's aenion whors woid be

Diriving the cattie 10 Thawr samymer ringes & 3 long and show
process The main cartie drive rvolved MoVing severs et
head of cows, sl calves and bl 1o paatures Bl G Do 0
far 35 By miles o the home ranch, Such deives Gie nearly
3 woek 5o do a8 are mainly slong rosds and caztie lanes. IS
3 great wivk opportunity for the poung horse bocause the
pace & mostly sow and they ot 1o wasch and work catthe for
g 10 ten hours & Gy Duning tha trve thewr education can
beo varied from just drving She catthe. 10 uming cattle who try
10 go badk, 1o pracucing roping, 00 really roping 2 o tat han
lalen w0 3 river and heodl Mescue
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In the Ll when we bring the cattie back Aome. & i & more

GNCut process For e riders ind horses have 1o seard)

fod the cantle ad often eNCOWInY
ek fom the His

thowsangs of 2ores oo
many typet of advertures petting thom Do
The following = such 2 story

A DAY ON THE RANC
Tabatings Monstor @ my eight year old pray Mangalup
Marchador  stallhon mrported M Fon the Fasends
Tabatinga, » Margalirgs Marchador foundanon farm n Beapd
where he learmed the com hor trade. Mo & 2 rope horse, 2
Cutting Sorse, & rering horse, & penring hore, 3 trad hone
Yoru
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Montor bt the smooth marcha, the unigue gt of e
Marguiargs Marchadonr This gat & 23 frat 23 an extended trot
bt 50 exceedngly sary hat one Cowiay Ndeng 2 MaMor
A, Mo w10 smocth | ddnt know we ware mowing wnci
| sbw the ferce potts gong by This gt musloss him sy horse
Oof Chomce Sor Song, Lough rides

Such was the Ocnobey cattle nide whare we rode the hgh
country of the Bull Mountars 1o get our rephicement hellery
bom ther wrrmer paature. The day bogan ey 2t ouwr
ranch, The Laxy T when Montor and | went 0 > Dather e
NOrse g 50 W ConAd wlecT SO oeher Cow Aovses for
the ride. Once you pet 3 taddle o Moniscr, he Becormes 3
horse not 3 salon for s mind a on e Susirets of e day

L
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W S 2ok 1omand e horve
wach, Marchador i bace e
roehar an) bagn Pe Vry vde
T Srve YO Ve BV

consaquently, rurming s the horse herd wid nol & problerm
for . Mowever, | thoug™t we 3000 would have problerms
whon weo encounsernd 3 cow moose in He moadow Vidhile
| was worrylng ower Moskors reaction, 3 Fah and Game
helcopter, tracking e modse, flow low over our heads
Nother moose nor helcopoer danracted Monior from hes
herdeng job

Back at the ranch, we caughe, saddied and tradered the four
horses we were 00 ride 10 the base of the Bl Mowrmains
It was 2 cobd B day whan we fowr nders, Karen Davidson,
Kindde McCadox my Srother, Pad and | were akor She
hoflers. & wit inowing henwly snd blowing 23 we chmbed
the wotp rocky puich md e covered srenrd towird e
wop of e range. Monior sook e ad pven b Bz marcha
0 | lex hurn knep there becawse wo were boch freening

VWhen we reached the top i was cven coldier for the
chevation & high The 100 B 50 hgh Dat one tme when |
hoard ssow geose and was looking to find them, 1 acoally
ww them Sprg bolow me. Bz dha day you couddn’t sce
arytheng. & wis sdent, cold and fogey We rode and shouted
aound the parks and the tmber Bax no visbieaudbie Cows.
So we hoaded down the cppoties tde of the Mouncan,
Gowrg downbil Morstor wia not in the lead It was the Srst
tme Snce he had come from Beaal that he 2od encountered
heawy snow Sat wuck 10 s doc causng his hoowes ©o

Mado coneng of

Mawdnw PN 1T 1]

“They have a natural
smooth gait, good
disposition and lots
of cow savvy.”

be clevated The seow soits would hold hn Mgh and dhen
orumble. Montor was not pleased with this Sooung and was
refuctant 20 hoad down e tppary dopes, untd he found b
had mo choxce uniens he planned on wintering at six thousand
foet. S0 he forpet s roped background and jored the
Hontara satves

VWhen we reached the B ude of he mountan, we locked
W 10 2 rocky posk and Fraly ww the beffers. We rode op
Ny e the sndweCowertd friss sloppad and the show.
covered rocks and boulders bagan W diumouraed for this
tough torrain. Karen and | loft our horves and started the
nincty-dogroe. sippery chmb up 0 pet sround the cattle hnt
i we POt bove tharn, iout two hundred pirds from where
wo dumowrsad, | heard thoumng from Kindle befow | lookes
back and there wan Montor following me

We shouted the cade down the pukch and began the
Gecent 10 drive thern the out of Bhe Mownmaing, 10 the faes
nd then e Carey Rarch comak. Karen was voll recowen
g her horwe from the bl 30 1t wan decidod Kindle would
wait for Ber and trafier ther two horses o the corrsls, My
rother and | would ke the hoders 20r0as Aboux seven
mdos of foochils and facs to e cormals

To sy haffers wre crazy & rodundare e we haughe f we
Could leep thern moving siong the fonce e we would be ok
Whax we Sadnt count on was driving them through anodher
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hord of e D v"vl‘-’l'\ Ao V' ew
whan we cponed the gate o ke $e hofers
through S rangs we woukd have oroubile

THE NEW HORSE || w s m 5w s

groat holp. 50 | was forowarmed a8 we stiergl.
FORTHE OLDWEST || faorssnine i
However, | was noe forewarmed abost what

wis 10 hagpen. When woe ocpened the gate,
BRAZILIAN MANCALARCA MARCHADORS the hetfory stampeded toward the neighbors
bawirg catde. My Brothers horse blew wp
over D8 oschement and stvted 0 buck
Reafly Buck, Migh Sard bucka. | pumned Mons
tor to haad off the cattie and 23 | G4 | aw the
prourd was & minefeld of dartwire

Undumied and umcashed. Montor turred
owr cacde and kepe themn scparssed from the
others dhoggh much spting and Owtng
and perseverance. My brother rode s Broec
ard eventually josned s It was e Becormeng
dark whon we reached the Carey Randh bt
our pood neighbors were there, M M i
controders with thew four ebeckors and fath-
gt holpang 1o pukdie s Into their corrals and
» happy ending

The new horse of the o weiz may be
doudy true. My bones thank me at the end of
every working cay thas | have the imooeh nde
and the 1ound terrperamere of Bhe Marthador
working weth e

H, Marchadors »e not o only worvrg
oo horses in the Rocky Mountan Wese There
ww others o Mortars, Wyomeg, Oregon, Cod
orado and Rrdher south v Teas Wigh only 3
few hundred horses in the erciew ULS, we dont

have enough to entar 3 competison, excopt for
those that Sapoen ewery diy ~ o the nvch IR

ontana
angalarga
archador

Importers and ABCCMM and

USMMA Official Breeders
About the Author

Home to Tabatinga Monitor

lazytranch@mac.com
www.montanamarchador.com
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AMADELS DO SUMMERWIND VEDETE DE ITAJOANA

Fest horwe wold by Summenvind Fint Marchador in Canada
Koty Dryie & Dave Bvemon, AZ Pat Rodhigeum, Setvet Manhatoes, AN

BACARA DO SUMMERWIND
Frest Maschador s Nowth Canninng
Jet! & Michedle Bondey, NC
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RIDETATAMARCHADOR AND

LET THEWINDICARRY.YOU
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Come ree and ride these Rovyes
with ws... Rare in the US.

*  Record holders in endurance.
Unrivaled tn South America

" for the versatifity, strength,
athleticiem, and Reart, that
fets these naturaflygaited
Rorses excel in disciplines

Sfrom reining to dressage...

Theresa Longo and Jacob Martinez:
Rancho de los Cielos, Riverside, CA
951-808-2183, 0517809380
tlongofm@aolcom

Susan and Holm Newman,
Cascade Marchadores, Bend, OR
541-480-4036, $41-380-5774
holmsusan@aol.com



