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Importing Horses: A Complex Proposition

By Linda Helxt
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Equine Piroplasmosis

I Equine Piroplasssosis (EF) is a discase of Equidac (hares, donkeys, mules, and zebras) caused by protozoan
pasasites, which invade and destruy rod blood celis. Two species o prososoa, Babesie egud and Beberia caballi
aro peesesd in 90% of the world inhahbited by borses. Only Canada, Unised States, Australia, Japas, England and
Ireland are not consideraed to be endemic arcas.

The grestest risk foe introducrson of this disease s through trading of animaks or internationsl equestrian
sports, wheve infiected and non-infected animals are in contact. The discase is blood borne, and is gemerally
transmitted by ticks asd other insects. Many disease froe countries have the climate suitable for a foreiga tick
vector, or have ticks, which could act as vectons.

Diagnosis i through serodogical techniques, unfortusately boch false positive and fale negative tests occur.
H cabaili causes a Jess severe discase as ondy sbout 1'% of the red Blood cells are infected. Infections may not be
apparent, hat can persist feam cae 10 four years, although they are eventsally eliminsted. They may be associat-
od with poor apgetite, poor performance, and weight loss. B rgui infeces up 10 20% of red blood cells, leading to
more severe clinical sgns with fever, ancoia, icteres (Jaundice) Increased respiratory and beart rates, and
enlasgement of the spleen.

Anemia camsed by the Joas of red Nood cells and relcased hemaglobin may cause icterus and dark urine.
Culie, constipation followed by diarrhes, and swelling of the legs can occue. Foals can be infected in utero, and
can be aborsed or born amemic and weak. Animals with X squi Infections become life-long carriens.

The USDA is changing the curvent impost test for oquine Piroplasmosis 1o & more seasitive test bocause of
probloms with positive horses slippisg into the U.S. under current sesting. The change, along with USDA'S sew
policy of refusing entry 10 horses after a single positive test (previously 2 retest was given i 2 positive test was
received), is likely 1o have am impact on segeents of the horse industry that move horses internatiosally,

guarantine facilitios for horses as am Import Quarantioe Facility,
imported oo the US, have excood- s well. “The fact that we handle

od the space availsble. As recently  both dimvctions, coming and going,
as 1999 the horse indwetry opposcd  gives us 3 ussque position among
Hocnsing private (arsss 0o quaran. prvase quarantine facilitios,™ states
tige permancor entry horses, but Marsda Siclbeck, & managing part
has since recoesidered given the ner of Promior International
teemendous influx of imporsed Import Export, LLC.
homses, overceomding, dedays, and “Why Ocala” As the honw cap-
other problems. With delays of up  ital of Florida, it caters 1o every
to two months at cer- . ... broed and dis-
1ain times of the year, Work owt the “what lr cipline. It acen.
the USDA was under in advance with a ally is more
considerable pressare ' convenicnt and
to fied alternatives cantingency plan flexible.
To locate the closest and be prepared for Depending on
private quarantine, thr Ullf.l'[.'l‘(l’t‘d. the season,
contact yousr veters- booking slots at
narsn and local USDA office, as the theee US. ports that acoommo-
they are your boest rescarce for date horses, Newbsrg (NY), Miasi
locating permitted facilition (FL) and Los Angeles, (CA) can be
Premier [sternational limited dwe to overbooking oe
Quarantine Center (FIQC), among  “plantom bookings™ by shippers.”™
the newest private quarantioe facil Sielbeck explains Farther. “It
izies o the US, is a good example  can be less expensive and casier on
of what %0 Jook for in & private the horse 1o come into the US
facility. Located la Ocala Flonda, through the Mismi Port, enjoy a
PIQC it is spproved 2 both s CEM  restful guarantine in Ocada, and
Quarantine and USDA Export then be transpocted 1o the West
Quarantine Facility, while serving  Coast with a professional horse
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Importing Horses
trassportanon service. Each horse
cxperiences a calm, quict stay in 2
peaceful secluded indoor environ
ment wilk a relaxing view and
daily turnouts in lush pasture.
Unlike other quarantine facilities,
we also peovide our cliemts with a
clubbouse and viewizy acea w0 you
cam see your horses prior 1o their
rebeane, thus providing owners and
Iraaners with peace of sind ™
Hores that mast undengo CEM
testing beloce traveling out of the
U.S. will ind that the Promeer
Isternational Quanantine Center
makes economic senso for o
lengthy and wsaally expensive
process, Federal law requires that
all mases and stallions traveling
outside the United Statos must
undergo a minimum 30Ky quar
aszine and sesting under the super
vasson of the USDA for CEM,

Helpful Website Resources

USDA - www.usda gov
US. Customs Service

A nowly tsperand Maggalarga Marckador
werr esd fral

Make it Easy

Tux mesT Avics? Woek with US,
breeders who are experienced in

WWW.CUSTOmS SOy

American Horse Council - woww horsecouncilorg
Aphis Veterinary Services - horp//colosss aphis. usda gov/ ve/ ncie/lmporting hem)

Breed Resonrces

Mangalargs Marchador Horse
Assoclation

P.O. Bax 770955

Ocala, FL 534477

(352) 4279644

WWW. mmhaa com

Rancho Linda Marchadores
P.O. Box OO

Bonsall, CA 52003

(858) 21265650

www. marchadorhorses. com

Paso Fino Horse Assoclation
101 North Collins Street

Plase Cicy, FLL 33563.3311
(X13) T19.7777

www.plhe org
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Peruvian Paso Horse Broedeory’
and Owners' Association

PO OX 476

WILTON, CA 9565

(916) 6876232

www.sachpph ool

Peruvian Paso Horse Registry
of North America

07T Wiljam Court, Sie. A

Santa Kosa, CA 85407

(707) 5794394

WwWWw. pphirnaong

United Scates leclandic Horse
Congress

35 Park Soreet

Montclair, NJ 00042

|973) 783.3429

www, lcelandics org

Fall 20003

impocting. Make sure you have a
clear underviandsnyg and a con-
tract that spells out all aspocts of
the puschase, including terms
and delivery.

Although 1t's relatively unlike-
Iy, understand that once the and
mal is transpoctod following a
preshupment qUATANTISe exam in
the coustry of orighn, the risk of

P2 ot passing” the ULS. guarantine
F exam remaizs. Work out the

“what 5" in advance with a con.
tingency plan and be peepared for
the unexpectad

Often imported is a “two for
one™ pachage of mares that are in
foal, Ome Mangalangs Marchador
mare foalod two weeks carly on
the airplane while it was on the
proutnd in Bracil with a delay, so
the mare and foal were able to get
ofl befone takeolt. The fGlly and
mare shipped a few months laver
shariag the same containes. The
iy was named Ariad

Import Resonrces

Los Angeles Import Center
1IES0 S La Gaenega Bivd
Hawthorne, CA 90250

(300) 7251970

Miami Animal Import Center
PO Box 680657

Muami Springs, FL 33266

L305) 5262926

New York Animal Import Cemter
200 Drury

Reck Tavern, NY 12575

1S545) 642950

Premier Import Export &
Quarantine Center

8250 NW 138h Ave. Road
Ocala Florida, 38452

(352) 3685786



Mangalarga Marchador

Brazilian{Gaited!GgSportiHorses

\ » ith over 180 vears of pure lberian heritage, these descendents of the Portuguese Roval Alter
Stallions bred to Barb Mares have become the national horse of Brazil. Intelligent with a mild gentle

temperament, they average 14.5-16.5 hands in height. Extremely versatile, Mangalarga Marchador horses
are .o.lqvt.chlr to all climates, terrains, foed, and r\ﬁt",; disc o[‘llr‘u*. They are narurally ;;uch, well-suiead
for endurance, pleasure and trail riding, cutting and barrel racing and can be trained in dressape.
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